
The Gospel: The 5 Solas



The 5 Solas:  

Sola Gratia (Grace Alone) 
Sola Christus (Christ Alone) 
Sola Fide (Faith Alone) 
Sola Deo Gloria (To God Be The Glory Alone) 
Sola Scriptura (Scripture Alone)



SOLA DEO GLORIA (To God Be The Glory Alone) 



15 For all things are for your sakes, so that the 
grace which is spreading to more and more 
people may cause the giving of thanks to 
abound to the glory of God.



We are saved by grace through 
faith in Christ for the glory of 
God.



How is it that God gets glory? 
Because it is He alone who has 
done it.



God’s grace produces God’s 
glory.



8 For by grace you have been saved through 
faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift 
of God; 9 not as a result of works, so that no 
one may boast. Ephesians 2:8-9



Boasting is about glory.



In this life, we have to choose 
what glory we are seeking: God’s 
or our own.



26 For consider your calling, brethren, that there 
were not many wise according to the flesh, 
not many mighty, not many noble; 27 but God 
has chosen the foolish things of the world to 
shame the wise, and God has chosen the 
weak things of the world to shame the things 
which are strong, 1 Corinthians 1:26-31



28 and the base things of the world and the 
despised God has chosen, the things that are not, 
so that He may nullify the things that are, 29 so 
that no man may boast before God. 30 But by His 
doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to 
us wisdom from God, and righteousness 
and sanctification, and redemption, 31 so that, just 
as it is written, “Let him who boasts, boast in the 
Lord.” 1 Corinthians 1:26-31



God is seeking to destroy all 
human pride.



16 There are six things that the Lord hates, 
    seven that are an abomination to him: 
17 haughty eyes, a lying tongue, 
    and hands that shed innocent blood, 
18 a heart that devises wicked plans, 
    feet that make haste to run to evil, 
19 a false witness who breathes out lies, 
    and one who sows discord among brothers. 
Proverbs 6:16-19



12 “How you have fallen from heaven, 
O star of the morning, son of the dawn! 
You have been cut down to the earth, 
You who have weakened the nations! 
13 “But you said in your heart, 
‘I will ascend to heaven; 
I will raise my throne above the stars of God, 
And I will sit on the mount of assembly 
In the recesses of the north. 
14 ‘I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; 
I will make myself like the Most High.’ 
15“Nevertheless you will be thrust down to Sheol, 
To the recesses of the pit. 
Isaiah 14:12-15



6 But he gives more grace. Therefore it says, “God 
opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” 
James 4:6



6 But he gives more grace. Therefore it says, “God 
opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” 
James 4:6



5 Likewise, you who are younger, be subject 
to the elders. Clothe yourselves, all of you, 
with humility toward one another, for “God 
opposes the proud but gives grace to the 
humble.” 1 Peter 5:5



Anyone who boasts should only 
boast in what God has done.



4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation 
of the world, that we would be holy and 
blameless before Him. In love 5 He predestined us 
to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to 
Himself, (according to the kind intention of His 
will), 6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, 
which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 
Ephesians 1:4-6



11 also we have obtained an inheritance, 
having been predestined according to His 
purpose who works all things after the 
counsel of His will, 12 to the end that we who 
were the first to hope in Christ would be to 
the praise of His glory. Ephesians 1:11-12



33 Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom 
and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His 
judgments and unfathomable His ways! 34 For who 
has known the mind of the Lord, or who became 
His counselor? 35 Or who has first given to Him that 
it might be paid back to him again? 36 For from Him 
and through Him and to Him are all things. To 
Him be the glory forever. Amen. Romans 11:33-36



6 For I am confident of this very 
thing, that He who began a 
good work in you will perfect it 
until the day of Christ Jesus. 
Philippians 1:6



13 for it is God who is at work in 
you, both to will and to 
work for His good pleasure. 
Philippians 2:13



28 And we know that God causes all 
things to work together for good to 
those who love God, to those who 
are called according to His purpose. 
Romans 8:28



Everything that God does is for 
His glory.



SOLA SCRIPTURA (Scripture Alone) 



The scripture alone is our 
authority of God for faith and 
life.



When the Bible was printed in 
1516 it became available to many 
more people and thus more were 
able to study and learn on their 
own apart from the Catholic 
Church.



We accept that the Bible was 
written by people inspired by 
Holy Spirit. People are fallible but 
God is not. In its original form, 
the scripture is without error.



This doesn’t mean we don’t look 
to the church as an authority.



15 These things speak and exhort 
and reprove with all authority. Let 
no one disregard you. Titus 2:15



17 Obey your leaders and submit to them, 
for they keep watch over your souls as those 
who will give an account. Let them do this 
with joy and not with grief, for this would be 
unprofitable for you. Hebrews 13:17



It doesn’t mean we only need 
the Bible and not the church.



24 and let us consider how to stimulate one 
another to love and good deeds, 25 not forsaking 
our own assembling together, as is the habit of 
some, but encouraging one another; and all 
the more as you see the day drawing near. 
 Hebrews 10:24-25



It does mean that we look to the 
scripture as the only divine special 
authority.



General Revelation: Nature



The heavens are telling of the glory of God; 
And their expanse is declaring the work of 
His hands. Psalm 19:1



18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all 
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men who suppress 
the truth in unrighteousness, 19 because that which is 
known about God is evident within them; for God made 
it evident to them. 20 For since the creation of the world 
His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine 
nature, have been clearly seen, being understood 
through what has been made, so that they are without 
excuse. Romans 1:18-20



Specific Revelation: Jesus



God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the 
prophets in many portions and in many ways, 2 in these 
last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He 
appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made 
the world. 3 And He is the radiance of His glory and the 
exact representation of His nature, and upholds all 
things by the word of His power. When He had 
made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand 
of the Majesty on high, 4 having become as much better 
than the angels, as He has inherited a more 
excellent name than they. Hebrews 1:1-4



10 For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all 
things, and through whom are all things, in 
bringing many sons to glory, to perfect 
the author of their salvation through 
sufferings. 11 For both He who sanctifies and 
those who are sanctified are all from 
one Father; for which reason He is not 
ashamed to call them brethren…  
Hebrews 2:10-11



Special Revelation: Tradition



The wording of the council was that both 
scripture and tradition were of equal authority.



The debate was over the word: “partim”



The thought was there were 2 Sources for 
authority: Scripture and Traditions of Church



Through debate the wording was changed to 
“et” which means “and”.



Luther is challenged to recant but this is his response: 

“Unless I am convicted by the testimony of scripture 
or plain reason…I am bound by the scriptures I have 
quoted, and my conscience is captive to the Word of 
God. I neither can nor will revoke anything, for it is 
neither safe nor honest to act against one’s 
conscience. Amen” 
– Luther at the Diet of Worms, 1521



We take our views from the message of the 
scripture, not the messenger. The authority 
is in the message.



3 Beloved, while I was making every effort to 
write you about our common salvation, I felt 
the necessity to write to you appealing that 
you contend earnestly for the faith which 
was once for all handed down to the saints. 
Jude 3



6 I am amazed that you are so quickly deserting Him 
who called you by the grace of Christ, for a different 
gospel; 7 which is really not another; only there are some 
who are disturbing you and want to distort the gospel 
of Christ. 8 But even if we, or an angel from heaven, 
should preach to you a gospel contrary to what we 
have preached to you, he is to be accursed! 9 As 
we have said before, so I say again now, if any man is 
preaching to you a gospel contrary to what you 
received, he is to be accursed! Galatians 1:6-9
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